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STORY SO EAR... 


Hello, ’'m Tohru Honda, and Thave come — | 
to know a terrible secret. After the death 
of my mother, I was living by myself in a | 
tent, when the Sohma family took me =| 
in. I soon learned that the Sohma 
family lives with a curse! Each family 
member is possessed by the vengeful 
spirit, of an animal from the Chinese 
Lodiac. Whenever one of them becomes 
weak or is hugged by a member of the 
opposite sex, that person changes into 
his or her Zodiac animal! 


’ 


Ne 1 \\) 5 y a] 
pone ay 8 | (| \ if AN tH | | We wins se 7 : 

Bey AA N\ me iN); Wicks = NT | 
ae | ; 





Sars |\ | — eTY) IF LWA 
sone soe \wegar’ I M 2 és | TO SAVE 
OF TRIGGER = | Aapa\ WHE ay) 4, KYO... 
THAT WILL aN, AAG ; 

BREAKHIS rR Wi Br hey 
Se sie I! ay CREATE... 





f:cSew 
igiesstaee i ; 3 —a tae 











Tohru Honda 


The ever-optimistic heroine of our story. 
An orphan, she now lives in Shigure’s 
house, along with Yuki and Kyo, and 

is the only person outside of the family 
who knows the Sohma family’s curse. 





Yuki Sohma, the Rat 


Soft-spoken. Self-esteem issues. 
At school, he’s called “Prince Yuki.” 





Kyo Sohma, the Cat 


The Cat who was left out of the Zodiac. 


Hates Yuki, leeks and miso. But mostly 
Yuki. 
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Hiro Sohma, the Ram Cor sheep) 


This caustic tyke is skilled at throwing verbal 
barbs, but he has a soft spot for Kisa, 





Momiji Sohma, the Rabbit 


» Half German. He’s older than he looks. His 
mother rejected him because of the Sohma curse. 
His little sister, Momo, has been kept from him 
most of her life. 





-Hatsuhoru Sohma, the Ox 


. The nicest of guys, except when he goes “Black.” 
_ Then you'd better watch out. He was once ina 
: _ Telationship with Rin. 
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PRETEND I'M 
NOT HERE! 
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ARE YOU 
HERE TO 
| DID! IS ' SEE ISUZU? 
SHE IN HER 
USUAL 
ROOM? 


Kunimitsy 
let her tn. az 


INDEED 
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WELCOME, 
TOHRU-SAN. 





HELLO! 
PLEASE 
PARDON MY 
INTRUSION. 
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Fruits Basket 


Nice to meet you 
and hello. This is 
Takaya, presenting 
Furuba Volume 20. 


Volume Z0...this has 
actually reached 
Volume 20. 


Machi's on the cover 
this time around. At 
first I thought about 
having the Mogeta 
paperweight that 
Yuki gave her on 
the back cover, but 
I ended up going 
with the footprints. 


_ (Tt might be hard to 


tell from the picture, 
but those are the 
footprints Yuki and 
Machi put in the 
snow laugh) ) 


Speaking of Mogeta, 
I first planned that 
Machi liked rabbits, 
and she sat behind 


Momiji, and since her 
heart thundered over 


rabbit merchandise, 
she liked Mogeta 


_ because Mogeta looks nya ACK 


like a rabbit ( only 
not really ( laugh) 4) 
That was the story I 
thought of, anyway. 
But in the end, 

I couldn't fit that in, 


so Machi just became 


a simple Mogeta 
fangirl (laugh). 


Now then, please 
enjoy Furuba 20. 
















ARE YOU 
AVOIDING 
HER 
BECAUSE 
OF A FIGHT 
OR SOME 
SUCH? 





| WISH IT 
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| EXPLAIN IT. 
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OF ME! 













eae 


ee 












| WANT... 







TO BREAK THE CURSE." 


SHIHAN... 
DOES 
THAT 


Pi AND AT THE 


YOU WERE 
IN THE VERY LEAST, 


“TOHRU'S KYO-KUN LIKES 


GREAT" TOHRU-KUN! 


tha ho 


THERE'S 
A CAMP 
FOR SUCH 
A THING? 
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IF SHE WOULD 
JUST HURRY UP 
AND GET WITH 
KYO-KUN, | COULD 
FINALLY MAKE 

UP MY MIND! 





OF COURSE 
SHE DOES! 
IT COULDNT 
BE ANY MORE 
OBVIOUS! 








'M JUST 
WORRIED, 
THAT'S 
ALL. 


IT MUST 
BE MY 
OUTOF | AGE. 
ANYTHING... f 


| WONDER 
IF SHE 
LOVES KYO... 


AS 
SIMPLE 
AS PITY. 


AS 
ANOTHER 


“HUMAN 
BEING..." 


DOES THAT 
SAY "AND 
YET | WILL 
WALK ON"? 
















/ BUT HOW 
AMAZING, 
ISUZU-SAN. 
YOU DRAW 
PICTURES 
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ACTUALLY 
LOOKED 
WITHOUT 
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I-'M SORRY! ASKING?! 
YOU WERE 
CONCENTRATING 
SO HARD, 
JUST 
| COULDN'T 
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OPPORTUNITY... FROM ME! 
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THAT ARE 
FILLED 
WITH YOUR 
FEELINGS 
eal AND IT'S 
SCRIBBLES. waar 
WORK RIGHT 
EVERY 
ONE |S twas NOW. 
PRECIOUS! JUST 
KILLING 


TIME. 
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| THOUGHT 
YOU DIDN'T 
COME... 









..~BECAUSE 
YOU DON'T 
LIKE 
PEOPLE 
ATTACKING 
HIM. 















OF ALL 
PEOPLE? 






YOU KNOW 
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WHAT'S 

WHAT — GOING TO 
HIS HAPPEN 
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THE 
PREVIOUS 


SHE JUST 
WASN'T 
FORMALLY 
RECOGNIZED. 








SHE EVEN 
BORE HIM A 
CHILD AND 

ATTENDED HIS 

DEATHBED. 

| REMEMBER 
HER ANSWER. 
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PERHAPS 
SHE HAD... 


BEAUTIFUL 
INTENTIONS. 


MY GRAND- 
FATHER 
MAY HAVE 
THAN HAD —- BEEN MUCH 


HE SPENT HAPPIER 
HIS DAYS WITH HER... 


ALONE. 
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/ WAS SAD 
ENOUGH 
TO CRY. 


FELT IT AGAIN: 
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PROTECT SAD 
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COWARD. 


«THAT'S ONLY 
JUSTIFICATION! 





| DON'T 
W-WANT 
ANYONE OR 
ANYTHING... 


TO TAKE 
KYO-KUN 
AWAY 
FROM ME! 








SHE'S BECOMING 
A MEMORY. 
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WHAT'S HONESTLY 

GOING ON THINK YOU 
HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 


HIT HER?! 





GIVE ME 
A BREAK! 
GIVE ME 


THINK YOU 
HAVE THE 
RicuTTO =o \N 
HIT HER2! ] — 
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| DID THAT 
WITH TOO 
MUCH 
FEELING! 





MAYBE A PART OF ME 
WAS TESTING KYO-KUN. 









THAT IM SUCH 
A COWARD, 


/ SHOWED HOW 










. AND GONE BACK TO DIRTY | AM. 

| PRETENDING I'D FORGOTTEN. 

i / WAS ONLY THINKING IF YOU HADNT 
i OF WAYS OUT. ACCEPTED ME 





| peer LIKE‘ BETRA YING 
/M SO UNFAIR EP YIN MOM..AND THAT 
50 WEAK.. Be fa syceace Y SCARES ME. 
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ARE YOU 
OKAY? 
SERIOUSLY. 


EARLIER, 
WE WERE 
JUST... 


FIGHT WITH 


EVEN 
FAINTED. 


SHISHOU 
CALLED TO 
TELL ME, BUT 
IT STILL TOOK 
ME A WHILE TO 
BELIEVE IT. 








Men should never sy | DON'T 
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Cis etween women. 
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AND 
THAT'S 
WHY... 





wl WON'T 
APOLOGIZE, 
EITHER. 










APOLOGIZED 
TO ISUZU- 
SAN. 





BUT | DON'T 
HAVE TO 
WITH TOHRU- 
KUN! IT’S 
DIFFERENT! 





























WE HAD A 
MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING 
WITH OUR 
FISTS! 








BH... 
| THINK 
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VERYMUCH! 


HITTING. 








FISTS? 









THEY CAN THATS 
TRUST A GUY 
OTHER THING. 
PEOPLE... 


| WITH THEIR 
| | DREAMS AND 
. WISHES AND 
THINGS. 
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| WONDER 
IF | CAN 

DO THAT, 

TOO... 
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WOW, 
THAT'S 
STUPID. 
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7 GETTING 
} ALONG 
BETTER NOW THIS IS 
: OR WHAT? WHY YOU 
ANNOY 
ME. 











DON'T 
WORRY 


"THEN GET : 
ABOUT IT. 


7 MOVING!” 





'GO AND TELL 
HIM THAT?" 


ER... TODAY 
YOU WENT 
TO THE 
TROUBLE 
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DID YOU 
FORGET 
SOMETHING? 
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TO BE BRAVE. 
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CHEER UP, 
YUN-YUN! 
MACHI'S ON 
THE COVER! 
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CAN'T THE 
HEAD OF THE 
FAMILY USE HIS 
AUTHORITY TO 
THROW HER INTO 
A HOSPITAL? 


WHY DOES 
HE LET 
HER ROAM 


ABOUT IT, 
HE WOULD. 


BUT IF HE'S 
NOT CAREFUL, 
HE'LL GIVE HER 
HANGERS-ON A 
REASON TO MAKE 
A GIANT FUSS. 





AKIRA-SAN, HIS 
PREDECESSOR, 
STATED IN HIS 
WILL THAT 
HE LEFT ALL , 
AUTHORITY TO 
AKITO-SAN. 


FIRST OF ALL, 
THERE'S NO 
QUESTIONING 
THAT AKITO-SAN 


IS THE MASTER A eae. 


FOLLOWERS? 


SHE STILL 
THINKS IT 


IT WOULD BE 
DISGRACEFUL 
FOR THERE TO 
BE FACTIONAL 

DISPUTES WITHIN 

THE SOHMA 

FAMILY. 





THE WAY 
THINGS STAND, AND HOW 
IT’S JUST AS | LONG DOES 
THAT WOMAN AKITO-SAN 
SAYS--WHAT AND HOW INTEND TO 
IS THEIR HEARTLESS STAY ILL 


“BOND” FOR2Z THAT NONE OF IN BED2 
THE ZODIAC 


SHOW MUCH 
SIGN OF 
CONCERN. 


WE NEED 
AKITO-SAN 
AND THE 


AT THIS 
THINGS ff AMONG OP ee SHE'LL ONLY 
TOGETHER. | /aNeh per 4) GROW MORE 


HAUGHTY. 


AGAINST 
THE 
WOMAN... 


SEDUCED 
AKIRA-SAN! 





SHOULDN'T 
YOU BE 
LYING 
DOWN? 


DO YOU... 
KNOW WHAT 
THIS |S? 
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THEY'LL BE ee | SEE YOU 
PANICKED AND CAVE YOUR 
LOOKING FOR | i) ATTENDANTS 
YOU BY NOW. Naemey THE SLIP. 
ee §6WERE YOU 
TAKING A 
LITTLE WALK 
ON YOUR 
LONESOME? 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
REN-SAN, 
THE OTHER 
YOU GOT ISUZU DAY... 


TO FETCH YOU eee 
SOME SORT OF : i ONE HAS TO GET 
“BOX,” RIGHT? piers OUTSIDE AND 
an FIND SOMEONE 
TO TALK TO 
ONCE IN A WHILE, 
RIGHT, SHIGURE? 


UNLESS 
THE GIRL 
SIMPLY 
SQUEALED. 


YOURE THE SHE 
ONE WHO'S REALLY IS 
GOOD FOR GOOD FOR 
NOTHING, NOTHING. 

REN-SAN. 


MM...BUT DON'T 
YOU THINK IT’S 
MENTALLY AND 
PHYSICALLY BAD 
TO STAY COOPED 
UP IN YOUR ROOM 


ALL THE TIME? | 
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| TELLING 
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ijopen BROUGHT IT \ 
TOME, THEN UNFORTU- E~ 
TOLD YOU, i 







WANT TO. TALK. FAILED. 





FOR ANYONE 
BUT ME 
TO TOUCH < 
AKIRA-SAN. D> _S/ IT WOULD BE 
INSUBORDINATE 
OF ME. 


HIS SOUL, 
HIS BLOOD, 
HIS FLESH- 
EVERYTHING 
ASSOCIATED | 
WITH HIM. 
THAT STUPID. agp: 
BOX.IDONT 
(M THE EVEN WANT : 
ONLY ONE TO TOUCHIT. 3 
WHO MAY 
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THATE TO 
LOOK AT IT, TOO 


THE ONLY 
ONE AKIRA- 
SAN LOVED. 


ME, AND NO 
ONE ELSE. 


IT WOULD 
BE RUDE... 
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WA 
BEAUTI- 
HIS DOCTOR 
HAD SAID. 


eee 


FULLY 
FLEETING. 


VE. 


THAT HE 
DIONT HAVE 
LONG TOL! 


HEAD 
OF THE 


| FAMILY, 
| AND AKITOS 
FATHER. 


THE 
PREVIOUS 


/ COULD 
EVEN SEE IT 
AS A CHILD. 

OF THAT 
SADNESS. 
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PERHAPS KNOWING THAT HIS 
; LIFE WOULD BE EXTINGLISHED 
W-WAIT/ AT SUCH A YOUNG AGE... 


BUT THIS 







WF SHE HAD 













DIGNITY AND LS WHAT PRODUCED THAT 
CULTURE, OTHERWORLDL Y BEAUTY. 

SHE WOULD 

NATURALLY 

HAVE SUCH 


ABILITIES.” 





7 CANNOT HAVE 
YOU MAKING LIGHT 
OF THE ACTIONS 
OF THE ONE WHO 
WILL BECOME THE 
COMPANION OF THE 
SOHMA HEAD.” 





























..HAD BEEN 
LOOKING FOR 








HES ALREADY 






GOING TO DIE SOMEONE TO 
SOON, 50 JUST MARRY HIM FOR "4 WOMAN LIKE 
: —s = THIS IS OUT OF 
| THE QUESTION.” | 
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: { ‘THATIS 
EXACTLY WHY 
WE MUSTN'T. 
WE MUST 
THINK OF 
THE HEIR." 


\ 
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BUT IT WOULD 
BE A GREAT 
OFFENSE FOR 
SOMEONE ON 
THE OUTSIDE’ 
TO INHERIT 
THE ESTATE." 
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VARIOUS 
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SHE WAS 
ONE OF 
TAKERS. 








| HIS CARE- 


AND AS | 
TOOK CARE 
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| WAS 


ALWAYS 
WATCHING 
HIM. 


/ 








YOUN STRESS CARED ma 
THAT LWAS 
THE ONLY 
ONE WHO 
COULD SAVE 
AKIRA-SAN. 









"NO ONE 
NOTICES THAT 
SIDE OF YOU.” 











| BUT 1M DIFFERENT. 
/ UNDERSTAND," 


GWE ME ALL THE 
PAINITHAT YOU BEAR,” 


IT HAD TO 
BE ME. 





























CONNECTION 
WAS SO DEEP 
pel - WE WERE 
AROUND 
US COULD DEEPLY 
LINKED. 


UNDERSTAND. 





pate 


eine an homens 


ape RNA a ag 
an ga iI mac 





BE QUIET/ 
LEAVE 
IMMEDIATEL Y/" 


NEVER 
CROSS THE 
SOHMA 
THRESHOLD 
AGAI--" 


REN 
REALIZED... 


BUT LEARN 
YOUR PLACES” 


1 DONT KNOW 
WHAT YOU DID 
TO GAIN AKIKA- 
SANS FAVOR...” 


SO DEEP... 


OF COURSE 
WE WON'T 
ACKNOWLEDGE 
A WOMAN 
LIKE YOLI" 


«HOW LONELY 
I'VE BEEN.” 
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1 THOUGHT 
THE OLDER 
SOHMA WERKE 
DEAD SET 
AGAINST IT.” 


THE TWO 
WERE 
MARRIED. 


"THE NEWER 
SOHMA OPPOSED 
TO THE OLD 
REGIME TOOK 
HIS SIDE.” 


sheesh” 


1 GUESS YOU 

COULD CALL 

IT INTERNAL 
STRIFE.” 


WE'VE LOVED 
THE HEAD OF THE 
FAMILY SINCE 
HE WAS A CHILD. 
IT'S UPSETTING 
HAVING HIM TAKEN 
FROM Ls.” 


BUT IF 
THEYRE HAPPY 
TOGETHER, | 
SUPPOSE IT'S 
ALL RIGHT.” 


AKIRA - 


"0 EASE, 
DONT BE 
DECEIVED!" 


DONT LET 
THAT WOMAN 
DECEIVE YOU!" 


“AKIRA- 
SAN” 








WE WERE 
| WAS THE 
ONLY ONE IN 
AKIRA-SAN'S 
WORLD. 


AKIRA-SAN 
AND | WERE 
THE ONLY 
ONES IN THE 


THAT 
WAS ALL 
| NEEDED. 


a 


| Qs WW "y 


\ 
uy Tt 


AND YET... 


THE DAY 
THAT WE 
APPROACHED 
HER... 


IT 
STARTED 
SOME TIME 


AFTER... 
AKITO WAS 


| CONCEIVED, 








ITS TRUE. 
YOU CANT 
SAY ANYTHING 
ABOLIT IT, 
EITHER, 
KURENO,” 


'WAYRE 
THEY DOING 


APPARENTLY 
REN-SAN MADE 
THAT DECISION A 
LONG TIME AGO. 
SHE SAID IT WOULD 
BE A PROBLEM 
FOR THE HEIR TO 
BE A WOMAN." 


APPARENTLY, 
SHE HAD A REAL 
FIT, SAYING 
SHE WOULDN'T 
HAVE THE BABY 
IF THEY DIDNT 
ip MAKE IT A BOY.”, 


"AND THEY SAY \ 


THAT SCARED 
AKIRA-SAN, SO 
HE AGREED.” 


HEY...IS 
IT TRUE?” 


1S AKITO- 
SAN 
REALLY...” 


"GONNA BE 
RAISED AS 


THE ONE TO 
RULE THE 
ZODIAC... 


AKIRA-SAN | 


WAS. 


WE IN THE 
ZODIAC AND 
THE MEMBERS 
OF THE MAIN 
FAMILY WERE 
ABNORMALL ¥ 


BUT WE 
WERENT THE 
ONES MOST 
ABSORBED 
IN AKITO. 


Nia 


\ 


\ 
be ms get 


v 
\ 
\¥ 


\ 


U 
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EM, SHE 

JUST DIDN'T 

LIKE THAT 

tl ti 3 SHE WASNT 

Yi ff AKIRA-SANS | 
JEALOUS. { NUMBER ONE’ 

ANYMORE.” 


'WHY WONT * 
YOUHOLD | 
AKITO?” 


ARE YOU 
SULKING 


"THIS BABY / EVERYONE 
WAS BORN \swasgp | a 
ForTHAT PYS/f] Bei BABYPLENTY 
PURPOSE.” |-\S/ \ ASITES. 





REMEMBER HER 
FACE THAT DAY 
WE FIRST WENT 
TO MEET AKITO?” 


"THE BABYS 
A NORMAL 


DOESN'T HAVE 
ANY POWER!” 


ve THAT 
SHE WAS 
ROYALLY 
SCREWED," 


"THATS 
ENOUGH!” 


"WER CHILD IS 
GUARANTEED TO 
BE LOVED AND 
SURROUNDED 
BY LOTS OF 
PEOPLE OF THE 
OPPOSITE SEX.” 


TREATING 
THAT BABY — "7pEN YOUR 
LIKE ITS EVES-ALL 
| SPECIAL, ALL OF YOU! 
\ RIGHT ZC” YOURE 
JUST 50." 


Mee ry 
"THAT SHE. 


THOUGHT... 


FA 
WOMAN /S 
LOVED BY 
"THATS ONE MAN...“ 
ENOUGH, 
ISNT 720" 
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oy “ant 6 
a Rates Oe 
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hn. 
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Why 
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EVERYTHING \+———g. 
GURE-SAN  |__te 
Ss A YS 4 a hk 4 


- 


7VE DECIDED 
TO JUST 
THINK 
OF IT AS 
INCANTATION." fila 








iS LIKE 
THIS 
NOW? 


A TWISTED 

SENSE OF . = pe 

REA SONINGZ | ie a EC ee WAS IT 
FAVOR- 
ITISM?2 


i ee os 
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Nate 
Sears 


Wrz 








| FEEL 
SORRY 
FOR YOU. 





Pee 
SORRY FOR 
YOU, TOO. 


! 
{ 
| 
| 

| 


YOUDONT } BEING ABUSED 
BY THAT CHILD 
HONESTLY BECAUSE OF SOME | 


LOVE AKITO. TRITE CURSE YOU 
. CALL A “BOND.” 





HAVEN'T 
YOU 
NOTICED? 


YOUR EYES, 
WHEN YOU 


4 


N 


YOU'VE 


A HAD THOSE 


EYES 
BEFORE. 


..MY LOVE 
BOILS. 


YOU'RE JUST 
POSSESSED 
BY WILD 
DELUSIONS. 


| KNOW 
YOU ARE. 


| HAVE 
NOTICED. 


.LOOK AT 
YOU... 








IT'S ENOUGH 
THAT YOU 
ALONE BE 

POSSESSED BY 

AKIRA-SAN'S 


LOOK JUST 
LIKE YOU. 


THAT YOU 
SHOULD 
HAVE THAT 
BOX. 


|GET MY 
OWN WILD 
DELUSION. 


IF AKITO HAD 
LIVED AS A 
WOMAN... 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


DID WANT 
YOU TO 
GET IT. 
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Bae ey os. 
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Bod ad aS SEE OS Sh Lae | 


RE ALL 


YOU 








WES 
BECAUSE | 
WAS HERE! 





WHO DO YOU 
HAVE TO THANK 
FOR HIM! 


FOR AKITO BEING 
IN THIS WORLD?! 





IT'S BECAUSE 
| WAS HERE 





WHO DO YOU 
HAVE TO THANK 
FOR SAVING 
AKIRA-SAN?! 


GOD TOLD THE ANIMALS 
OF THE ZODIAC...” 


"THE GOD’ IN THAT STORY...” 


THAT THEY 
WERE INVITED TO 
THE NEXT DAYS 
BANQUET, AND 
TO BE SURE TO 
NOT BE LATE.” 
"LS YOU, AKITO." 


"YOU ARE A SPECIAL 
KYL A CHILD. A CHOSEN CHILD.” 
WE'VE ALL BEEN ~ 
WAITING FOR YOLL.” 


4 CHILD WHO WAS 
BORN TO BE LOVED." 


"THERE WILL ONLY 
BE PERMANENCE. ™ 


"THERE WILL BE NO 
LONELINESS OR FEAR IN 
YOUR FUTURE." 





WILL LEAVE YOU." 


"YOU HAVE BEEN 
PROMISED ETERNITY.“ 


NO ONE...” 











THE END IS 


COMING SO 


FAST. 
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WILL LEAVE YOU BEHIND. 
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MORNING. 











AN 


<T| 
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FROM THE 
EDGE OF 
MY MIND. ~ 
THAT WERE 
KEEPING 
WATCH... 





(4 


Up aj) tH 
CG 


NO...! 


PITIFUL 
PERSON. 


WHAT THE HECK W4S KEEPING 
ME BOUND TO THIS PERSON? 











! NOT 


STOP IT 
THOSE EYES! 
T LOOK 


DON 
AT ME WITH 
THOSE EYES! 


Bip Sate” - 
crete 


~ 
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> 
vY 
Y 
~) 
= 


GO BACK TO 
YOUR ROOM. 
DON 


| WON'T 
TELL 
ANYONE 
ABOUT THIS. 





(LL COME 
TO TALK TO 
YOU AGAIN 
TOMORROW. 


| TONIGHT, 


| I'M JUST... 


—_ 
aight 


a3 


OT eee 


sal 
ALKEADY. 


("MA LITTLE 
CONFUSED 
RIGHT NOW, 





LNDERSTAND 
EVERYTHING. 


HE 


HERE 


wwe 
uy “~ < 
wigs 
: Wh 
Oo 
>> 
= 


'S MY 
IMAGINATION 


MAYBE 
IT 


Tre waren 
35 Pree 


Lv ove 


: | 
OMETHING 
HAPPEN? 


HE ABSENT 


were poeta S28) 
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WHAT 
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LJ 
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LL. 
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2. 


Reg 
8 Fea 
Settee: 


= 


NO--DON'T 
ASK ME! 





YOU SEEN 
NO, NOT MOMIAJI 


TODAY. DID pe 
SOMETHING. \ HONDACSAN: 


HAPPEN? 


WHAT 
DID 
HAPPEN? 


DON'T WORRY, 
HONDA-SAN-- 
HE WAS JUST 
ASKING. 


& No tl-intent. 
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MY CURSE 
WAS 
BROKEN. 












WOULD IT 
SHOCK YOU 
IF | SAID 
THAT2 









IF YOUR 
CURSE WAS 
BROKEN 
INSTEAD 
OF MINE. 









SHE'D BE 






SHE'D BE sony 
A LOT TOHRU. 


HAPPIER... 
\ 
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YOU CAN 
Teel, 
CANT 

















SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 
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| THOUGHT |} 


ABOUTA  , Ye 
‘or of (VE BEEN 


THINKING, 


MAKING 

YOU GO 
HOME BY 

YOURSELF. 































| ee LIKE WHY 
| puri wourp | COULDNT “CURSE 
CAN SAY , HAPPEN. THINK WAS 
| OF ANY 
~ REASON... 


| CAN'T SPEND Tw 
THE REST OF FENG 
MY LIFE BY yyy 

YOUR SIDE. 








AND YOU 
CAN'T... 
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| NOT 
| \ ANYMORE, 


..BIND 
ME TO> 






YOU 
| LITTLE | 
] INGRATE! 







iy 

















NO ONE'S GOING 
TO WELCOME 
YOU! NOT YOUR 
MOTHER, NOT 
YOUR FATHER... 














EVEN IF YOU 
LEFT HERE, 
LEFT ME... 







ee 


YOU CAN'T 
GO BACK TO 
THEM NOW! 









YOU'LL 
NEVER BE YOU HAVE 
HAPPY! NOWHERE TO | 
GO BACK TO! | 


risen 


1) whl 


IT'S 
BROKEN 


..AND | CAN'T 
GO BACK TO 
THE WAY 
THINGS WERE. 


ISTILL 
CAN'T 
HAVE THE 
PERSON 


Ser eae 
an~4: % 


ee 
es 


AND THE ONE 
THING THAT 
CONNECTED ME 
UNCONDITIONALLY 
TO EVERYONE... 


Nad 
aa 
Ags 


I'M 
ALREADY 
FREE. 


lM 
ALREADY 
LONELY. 


=. 


= ae — 





1 THOUGHT 
!D TAKE A 
DIFFERENT 
ROUTE TO 
SCHOOL 


VGEL, 


a 
CERTAINLY 

HAVE GROWN, 

MOMII-KUN.“ 


ER. 
MOMIN- 
KUN. 
RIGHT?” 


GOOD 
MORNING. 
IS THIS ON 
YOUR WAY TO 
SCHOOL?” 


HAS YOUR 
DAUGHTER 
GROWN, 
TOO?" 


"MY DAUGHTER 
1S STILL JUST 
ee A CHILD. THIS 

GOING ON A FAMILY SUMMER 
VACATION, AND VACATION.” 
SHE'S ALREADY 50 
EXCITED ABOUT 
IT THAT WE DONT 
KNOW WHAT TO 
DO WITH HER.” 





DON'T 
SAY I'LL 
NEVER BE 
"HAPPY"... 


THATS 
NOT YOUR 
DECISION 
TO MAKE. 


HAPPINESS” 
OF A PLACE... 


WITHOUT 
ME IN IT. 


UNLESS 
THOSE 
THINGS ARE 
FULFILLED. Dy 


‘a 


D 
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ARE YOL/ 
GOING 
SOMEWHERE 
WITH YOUR 
FAMIL YZ" 














‘GOING ON 
A TRIP, / 
MEAN.” 
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WITH THE 
FAMILY 
IM SURE ~ 
CAN HA VE. 


Vy 
XY 


AND IT IS 
DISCOURAGING. 


BUT MAYBE 
MY OWN 
HAPPINESS... 


AS STL 
WAITING 
FOR ME TO 
FIND IT. 


SOMETIME 
IN THE 
FUTURE. 











I'M FINALLY 
GONNA 
START 

WALKING... 


ALONG MY 


OWN PATH 
IN LIFE. 


HOW LONG 
DO YOU 
THINK 
YOU'LL 
STAY HERE? 


FA 


eve 


~ 





THINKING 
THAT IF 
WE LEAVE 


AND GET | HERE... 


WE'LL 
HAVE 
NOWHERE 
TOGO 
BACK TO. 





a 
THE ONE 
WHO'S 
MOST 
AFRAID OF 
THAT IS-- 
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BETTER 
GET 
GOING.” 
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Chapter 117 
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!WAS THE 
BEING“ MY 
FATHER 
WISHED 
FOR. 


A 

< 
cy 
— 
& 


AND | 
THOUGHT 
/WAS THE 
ONE HE 
LOVED THE 





Talking and 
such, 


This time, I 
intentionally have 
fewer columns. 

I figured that with 
the story getting 
insanely serious, 
the columns might 
interrupt the mood. 
Thus there really 
arent that many o 
them. (But that... 
might (?)...be a good 
thing. (laugh) ) And 
the volume ends at 
a terrible place... 

It seems like Kyo's 
feelings were ae 
than I was prepared 
for. When drawing, 
there arent that 
many characters 
who give me trouble 

(like by not moving 
the way I planned, 
etc.), but he ma 
have given me the 
next most trovble 
atter Kureno-san. 


Kureno-san was 
awtul... He'd be like, 
‘I dont want to do 
that. That wont 
work, ether,” and 
just wouldn't agree 
with the development 
that I, the author, 
would present to him 
é laugh). So I said, 
“Do what you want!” 
and let him walk 
freely, and the result 
is what you see now. 
It’s fun to go 

along with my 
characters, but 
sometimes it wears 


me out (laugh). 





on 
COULDNT 
FIND THE 
COURAGE. 











: 
| 





WAY DIDNT 
YOL! CALL 


WHY..2° Nae 


ARE YOL/ 
TRYING TO 
TELL ME... 





".. THAT AKIRA- | i> - 
SANPASSED | : | 

ON ALONEZ BY | : 
HIMSELF 2!" 


1T HAPPENED 

SO SUDDENL Y, 
WE HAD NO 

TIME TO CALL 
FOR YoU" 





AKIRA - 
SANS 


AKITO-SAN 
WATCHED 
OVER HIM.” 


..HAS BEEN 
PROPERLY 
PASSED ONTO 
AKITO-SAN.“ 


THIS WAS 
NOTHING MORE 
THAN A TOY 
FOR AKIKA-SAN 
TO PASS THE 
TIME WITH’” 





— 


a a re le 


—= 


. 
1 


i] 


S, 


"YOURE 
WRONG." 


IMA 
‘SPECIAL 


TVE BEEN 
PROMISED 
ETERNITY.’ 

EVERYONE'S 
BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR ME." 


7AM 


NEEDED.” 


BECAUSE 
FATHER 
TOLD ME." 


EXCUSE 
MES” 


HOW DARE 
YOU SPEAK 


NOW THAT 
AKIKA-SAN 
1S GONE...” 


"WE DON'T 
NEED THIS TOY 
ANYMORE?” 


‘WE DONT 
NEED YOU/" 





GO AHEAD AND 
KEEP THOSE 
RIDICULOUS 

DELUSIONS IN 

YOUR HEART?" 


“SOMEDA Y, 
THEYCL 
BREAK.” 


"ETERNITY. 


"THOSE 
THINGS 
WONT 

LAST." 


EVER 
WAITED 
FOR YOLI" 


"YOURE THE 
ONE WHO 
DOESNT CARE 
WHAT FATHER 


Seer 








AKIKA- 
SAN..£° 


b/\\. "AKIRA - 
\ bef aa } . 
D> 

De i 


i x 


Al " 
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AL? = 
BOK TE 


SO, YOU'RE 
AWAKE. 





| WANT YOU 
TO LISTEN 


AS | HAD. 
AS GOD 
HAD. 


THE RAT, 
TOP OF THE 
ZODIAC. WHEN 
| MET HIM... ae « HE HADN'T 
BEEN BORN 


FOR ABOUT 
AS LONG... 





| = bo. WHAT 
ia. : PA |) oA ese 
ed » | a 7 COULD 
ONE CALL 
IT BUT A 





B BACK THEN, 
| COULD 


| STs. & . oN | COULD 
SHIGURE.  GiXieRaa is Sila... 


| | UNBREAK- 
| F , sas! ABLE 

| oe | = KARMIC 
| 7 Mey ie, LINK” 


Me LKEMY oe IN FRONT 
FATHER 





WAS IT WHEN 
KURENO WAS 
SET FREE? 


eae 


ee, 


= 
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=8 
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RIGHT, NO 

MATTER 
HOW MANY 
i Red 
BETRAYED... | 


y 


aw 





/WAS THE 

ONL Y ONE 

THEY HAD 
"YUKI-KUNS 
LEFT THE 
SOHMA AND 


GONE TO 
LIVE WITH 


» te Fm rarer 
wee ee we" 


Pe Fie 
Ss 
SX 
= as 
= 


is 


WONDER IF 
THAT MEANS 
THAT SHIGURE 
AND THE RAT 
HAVE GIVEN 
UP ON YOU?" 
SHIGURE, 
NOT 
YUKI-NOT 
ANYONE. 
THA 
WHAT 
OUR BOND’ 
ISALL 
ABOUT.” 


i 


OURE JUST 
FULL OF 
YOURSELF 
BECAUSE 
YOU SLEPT 
WITH SHIGURE 


YN THE END, 
GROWING 
AWFULLY 
SICK OF 
HEAKING 
THAT LINE.” 


THEYLL ALL 
COME BACK 
TO ME. 

1 








DO YOU 
HONESTLY 


"THAT THEY 
BELIEVE 


CAN GO TO: 
THE OUTSIDE’ 
WORLD, TOUCH 
THAT OUTSIDE’ 
WORLD, AND NOT 
BE CHARMED BY 
ANY OF IT?" 


YF THEY CAN 
DO THAT AND 
THEN RETURN 

TO SOMEONE AS 

DEPRESSING AS 

YOU, WHO BINDS 
THEM HAND 
AND FOOT...” 


YF YOU 
TRULY 
BELIEVE 
THAT...” 


PL hs 
A NY) 


ik 


YOURSELF” | 


"E THATS 
TRUE...” 


PROVE IT 


"THEN SHOW ME 
THAT NO ONE 
CAN BREAK YOUR 
WILD DREAM!” 


‘WIN AGAINST 








BOW AT 
MY FEET... 


LEAVE 


ee | ean $ 
BELIEVE. ‘ ? 7 | 


"THERE'S 
SOMETHING [D 
LIKE TO CONSULT | 
YOU ABOUT." 


: 
i 
¢ 
be 
%: | 
E 
' 


1'VE BEEN 
THINKING.“ 
1D LIKE 
TOLET 
KYO AND 
ONE OTHER 
PERSON 
LIVE INMY 
HOUSE.” 


! HON- 
PST Ly 
BELIEV- 


WOULD 
THAT BEA 


te PROBLEM?” 
/ COULD § 


WIN. 





“THEYLL Wis 1 MEAN I. 
BALL COME 3 
BACK TO 
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8 Be 


Se nee 
OG Mag Bathing S 


Ata 
Aas pak 


“he 


joe: | 
ae, 
ir 


eS. 
oe 


/ BELIEVED... 


lear a4 


IT WAS LIKE 
A PRAYER. 


: "ae 
aS 
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.. THAT NO 
ONE COULD 
BREAK LIS. 
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ASIF ID 
DIE iF J 
DIONT 


'D REPEAT 
THE SAME 
WORDS... 


OVER AND OVER 
AND OVER. 
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a irs 
ROPEWESS. 


Ake 
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THEY'LL 
ALL GO. 


LEAVE ME 
BEHIND. 


eg 
Bt Soi 


“hes 
3 At 
“e 


et ga 
Si begee: 
Mr 


Katte? agra 
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| SHOULD'VE 
DONE THIS 
A LONG 
TIME AGO. 


..MY MIND 
WAS VERY 


DON'T 
LEP 
HER IN! 


— 


SOMEBODY 


YOU KNOW 
SOME- 
THING? 


WHEN 
| WOKE 
UP THIS 
MORNING... 

















i BUT GIVE GIVE 
| IT BACK! AKIRA-SAN 
is IT'S MINE! BACK...! 





I'M TALKING 
ABOUT 
THE BOX! 






W 
iy | KNOW ALL 


G2 ABOLIT IT! 

















EVERYTHING | DON'T KNOW 
OF AKIRA-SAN'S wen 9 “ 
BELONGS TO ME! THAT YOURE | 


HIDING... 





BECAUSE !.. 


!DIONT 
WANT TO 
LOSE. 
/ WANTED 
TO SHOW 
HER. 


/ WANTED TO 
PROVE /T TO HER 
IN WHATEVER 

# COULD 


YOU CAN 
HAVE IT! 

















FROM THE BEGINNING, /... 





Ye 17S NOT 
| LEAVING 
YOU BEHIND.“ 






EVEN IF — 
YOUCANT \Rare yy © Ny 7 






|" LL BEBY | 
YOUR SDE.” | 
} \ y 





‘SPECIAL’ 


| 
: 
| 
| 
: MY 
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MORE 
THAN 
ANYONE...“ 


7 WANTED REN 
TO BE HAPPY." 


"ANONOT \l 
JUS T post ee 
THAT...” | RY 









‘THAT REN 
AND | WERE 

























SPECIAL.” "THE FACT i 
THAT THAT : 
CHILD WAS : 
4 & 
A aa ‘Me 
: JUST A 
MAN WHO 
WAS GOING 


TO DIE.” 


POPPE RO! PASE ESTP OR BR 


a ff eS: 






"WAS PROOF, 
WASNT IT?" 






BUT 1 WAS 
ABLE TO 
LEAVE A 

CHILD.” 


ME EE TT OE Par 


YD 


/ 


COULDNT 


4 


if 


Pei 
RECONCILED 
WITH YOL, 
AFTER ALL. 


ieee | 








PERFORMED 
SPLENDIDLY 


‘TAKING 
SUCH A FIRM 
ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THAT 
WOMAN." 


1M NOT THE 

ONE FATHER 

LOVED THE 
\ MOST.” 


AKIKA-SAN 
LOVED YOL/ 
MORE THAN 

ANYONE, 
AKITO-SAN.* 


"YOU MUST 
NOT BE 
CONFUSED.” 









. 









“AKIRA - 
SAN...” 






















"YOU MUST 
|| TEACHTHAT | 
| "BELONGS \. || WOMAN, EVEN 
sores le " HOW EXALTED | i me 

i wee \ 

| se pn na YOU ARE INTHE \ \ | 
SOHMA FAMILY 

: AS THE ONE | 

' WHO RULES | 


THE SPIRITS.” 





"THAT IS 
PRECISELY THE 
MISSION THAT 
_ WAS LEFT 

.@ TO YOU, THE 

ONE AKIRA- 
SAN LOVED 
THE MOST.” 
















LISTEN 
TO ME." 
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AKIRA-SAN 
SAID IT 
HIMSELF, 
DIONT HE?" 



















"THAT HE | 
US THERE WOULD BE 
SOMETHING BY YOUR 
INSIDE?” Ss el 
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AND IT 
ALWAYS 
HAS BEEN. 


.. WHO WAS LEFT OUT. 


BECAUSE | WAS THE ONE... 
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BECAUSE IT WAS 
BROKEN FROM 
THE BEGINNING. 
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| WISH | 
COULD 
JUST... 


..BE HAPPY 
ABOUT IT. 








OF COURSE 
'T ie. 


OF YOU, 
HIRO-CHAN. 


ALL KINDS 
OF STUFF |S 
JUMBLED UP 

INSIDE ME. 


BUT | 
ALSO 


way THERE'S - 
eae §=6SOME 
REGRET, KIND OF 
AND RESENT- 
SORROW. MENT. 


YOU'VE LIVED 
YOUR WHOLE 
LIFE ONE WAY, 
HIRO-CHAN. 


WITH THAT 
“BOND.” 


YOU LIVED 
THIS LONG 


WITH IT. YOUVE 


WORRIED SO 
MUCH, AND 
SUFFERED 
SO MUCH. 


FEEL MAD. 


! 


j 








TO SAY 
GOODBYE.” 


: 


WEREN'T 
YOU TRYING 
TO KILL 





| DON'T 

MIND IF : ea 
YOU DO. Le ae 
wee THE 

MATTER? 





YOU THOUGHT 

YOU HATED ME 

SO MUCH THAT 
YOU WANTED 
TO KILL ME, 
DIDN'T YOU? 


HOW FAR DO 
YOU PLAN 
TO MUDDY 


, THE SOHMA 
: he: NAME?! BE QUIET! 


HE TRIED TO : WHAT DO 


SLASH AT HIS YOU MEAN BY 


———— BRINGING A KNIFE 
ae he : IN HERE?! ARE 


YOU TRYING 
TO DRAW THE 
POLICE?! 


PLACING SUCH 


A DEFECTIVE 
HUMAN BEING 
AS HEAD OF THE 
HOUSE IS ITSELF 
A DISGRACE TO 
THE SOHMA! 


WHAT?! 


AND, 
TO THINK, 
OUR POOR, 


OF COURSE alias Secet AND WHAT AN 
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| GAVE THAT 
BOX TO HIM 
TO COMFORT 
HIM IN HIS 
aie GRIEF OVER 
PROTECTIVE AKIRA-SAN! 
CHARM. 


COMMON 
SENSE WOULD 
TELL HIM 
AS MUCH! 


HE KNEW 
IT WAS AN 
EMPTY BOX! 


WELL, WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? 
ACTING AS IF 
YOU'RE TAKING 
A TOY FROM 
A CHILD! 


HAVE YOU 
NO SHAME?! 


ARE YOU 
STILL 
USING 
THAT 

LOGIC?! 


THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
GIVE SUCH 
THINGS 





e 
Zz 
ag 
LL 
Fe 
ag 


cH 











geet 
LESS, iaahe 


AND WHEN 
| THOUGHT 
LIKE THAT, 
| COULDN'T 
LET IT GO 
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BUT | DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
CONFIRM IT 
ANYMORE 
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NO ONE EVER 
GAVE ME ANY 
OTHER WAY 
TO LIVE! 


HOW DO THEY 
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TO KNOW > |B “a 
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MY COMMON 
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IF WHAT'S 
OBVIOUS TO 
THEM AND 
OBVIOUS TO YOU 
IS “COMMON 
SENSE"... 


WHY 
WOULDN'T 
YOUTELL (Qty, (a LEVER 
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YOU REJECT 
ME TO BEGIN 
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SAYING ALL 
THIS NOW 


DONT 
GO! DONT 
LEAVE ME” 


TALKING SO 
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BEEN 
KILLING 
ME! 


IT 
ALWAYS 
HAS! 


RESPON- 
SIBILITY! 


WHAT DO 
YOU PLAN 
TO DO 
ABOUT IT?! 


MAKE IT _. THIS CAN'T 
' eal BE SETTLED 
UP TO Me! | JUST BY YOU 
ADMITTING YOU 
WERE WRONG! 
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YOU'RE 
BLEEDING! 


MORE 


HURRY...! 
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YOU'RE 

HURT! 





ee 


wee ee Ree OT 





[ 


im} 


a 
SSS 


me oe 
me, 


| GUESS 
HE'S DEAD. 


WE FOUND A 


DEAD BODY, : 
JUST SIR. A CORPSE | bees MAYBE 


HURRY AND | OF A BIRD. 
CLEAN HE RAN ‘ mr 
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WHAT?! WE 
HAVE TO. 
DO IT?! 


UOTANI! 
AYASE! ARE 
YOU DONE 
CLEANING 
IN FRONT 
OF THE 

SHOP YET? 








..MAYBE HE 
WAS JUST 
TIRED. 
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KURENO'S 
FAULT. 






THIS IS... 













IT'S HIS 
RESPONSI- 


BILITY. ; m x we 
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THIS IS ALL 
BECAUSE 
KURENO WAS 
HERE! 














WHAT'S THE 
MATTER?" 


AKITO..” 





DID YOU HAVE A 
SCARY DREAM2Z” : 





ITS ALL RIGHT." 
‘COME HERE.” 
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IS EVERYTHING 
MY FAULT?! 


WERE SO... 
INCOMPLETE?! 


AND THAT I'M 
LEFT OUT?! 





.. WHERE IS 
EVERYONE 
GOING? 
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NOT GETTING 
SOMETHING... 








‘ 


Chapter 119 
AS MUCH AS 
YOU WANT 
OKAY? 
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GONNA 
HAPPEN... 
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ON THE DAY 
OF THE 
ACCIDENT... 





| SHE WAS 
STANDING 
NEAR ME. 


| RECOGNIZED 
HER RIGHT 
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PROFILE. 


THEY WERE 
THE SAME 
AS WHEN / 
KNEW HER i ili ae " 


ISTILL 
FELT BEFORE... 





WEIKD IT WAS | 
GOING RIGHT RIGHT 
HOME... AFTER 
SHISHOL/ 


TOOK ME IN. 
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WH-WHAT'S 











UP WITH YOU?! 

IT'S NONE OF WHAT'S UP 
YOUR BUSINESS! WITH YOU? 
YOU'RE NOT MY 






FRIEND! LL 
KILL YOU! 










WHAT THE 

HELL? HE'S 
TOTALLY NOT 
CUTE! HOW 











YOU'RE JUST for 
























THE LITTLE — A KID AND 
goo \ BRAT SAID D-DONT YOU HAVE 
ot? SOMETHING! CALL ME ORANGE HAIR? 
HE'S SAYING “COTE” 
STUFF! LACT 
 HACTAAGE | wess. 
IS THAT 






NATURAL? 
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Vv  \ MAR ay EVERYONE'LL 


youR MoM END UP 














| DON'T NEED MUST BE HATING YOU. 
HIM! HE CAN WORRIED. OO HOME. 
DROP DEAD! 






| DON'T 
HAVE ONE! 
SHE DIED! 
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POLITE, 
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THEN I'LL 
CALL YOU 
KIDDO, 


. THAT SHE 
WORKED 
NEAR 
THERE. 


if } h 


i i 2 : 


"KYOKO"! 


WHAT'S 
YOUR 
NAME? 
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/ VISITED 
HER A 
LOT. 


: TALKED 
ABOUT ABOUT 
KATSUYA ALL KINDS 


HONDA. 


HERSELF... 
AND... 


THE IT MADE 
DAUGHTER ME 
OF A WONDER. 


PERSON 
LIKE KYOKO 


THIS IS MY 
TREASURE. 





'M GONNA 
SHOW YOU 
SOMETHING 
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BUT SHE 
VANISHED. 


SHE'S NOT 
ANYWHERE. 
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IT SOLIND 


LOOKING 
FOR HER, 


FIND 
HER...! 








DON'T 
WORRY! 


I'LL FIND 
HER, NO 
MATTER 
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YOU WAIT 
AT HOME! 
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COULDN 
KEEP THAT 
PROMISE? 











! CHOSE IT 
MYSELF... 


BOUGHT IT 
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WHY DOES | HATE HIM. 
HE HAVE HE HAS IT HAD 
TO TAKE EVERYTHING. MOVED 
PEOPLE'S AND ONTO HIM 
STUFF2! EVERYBODY 
itp LOVES HIM. 













ANYTHING 
HE'S A BAD HE 
PERSON. TOUCHED... 
| WAS 
GONNA...: 


ISN'T MINE 
ANYMORE. 
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DIDN'T 
HAVE 
SOMEONE 
TO HATE... 


WOULDN'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO DO WITH 

YOURSELF, 
WOULD YOU? 


10 BE LIKE 
THAT, DON'T 
YOU? 


YOU'RE 
TAKING HIS 
SIDE, TOO? 


ARE YOU 
BLAMING 


TAKING ME?! 
A SIDE, 
OR BEING 
CONSIDERED 
“G00D" OR 
. “BAD"... 


IT'S ALL 
SO STUPID. 





YOU'RE 
SUCH A 
KIND... 


AND 
WONDERFUL 


LITTLE BOY. 


Pre 


WHO CARES 
ABOUT ANY OF 
YOU ANYMORE?! 
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IF YOU 
LIVE YOUR 
LIFE AND 
ONLY 
FOCUS ON 
THOSE 
THINGS... 


YOU'LL BE 
WASTING 
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THAT 
DOESN'T 
MAKE ANY 
SENSE! 














YOUR 
“PROMISE!” 


THE LONE- 
LINESS OF 


FEELING "LL PUT 


2 mi IT ON YOUR 
TAB! 
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! BROODED 
OVER ALL 
THAT... 


AND 
AVOIDED 
HER. 


ALTHOUGH NOW | CAN SEE IT WAS 
THE ACT OF A COMPLETE CHILD. 





WE MET 
AGAIN ON 
THAT DAY. 


THEN 
THERE 


IT WAS WAS THE SHOULD 
SPEEDING SAY 
PRETTY », SOME- 
BADLY... | J THING. 


IT WAS | COULD 


HEADED Vets 


HER BACK... 


..ORABBED 
HER ARM... 
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WOULDN'T 
HAVE 
DIED...! 





| PROTECTED 
MYSELF... 


OVER 
EVEN HER 


o— ©8800 80 8 


| WEIGHED 
YOUR MOM'S 
LIFE AGAINST 

MYSELF. 


| PROTECTED 
MYSELF. 
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BEING K ESTE 







BUT IN 

THE END 
ALWAYS. / ALWAYS 
PROTECT 

MYSELF. 





ALWAYS. 










| INDULGE 
MYSELF... 











THINGS WOULD BE 
BETTER IF | WAS GONE. 


AND RUN 
AWAY. 





EVEN NOW. 


IF [1D JUST DISAPPEAR. 


/M 50 SCARED 
/ CANT EVEN 
ee LOOK OLIN 
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SHE SAID 
SHE WAS 
SORRY. 
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SHE SAID 






SHE CRIED soa 
HER EYES FOR ME... 





THAT IT 
WAS TOO 
HARD. 
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COULDN'T 
BE NEAR 
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AND THAT EVENNG = wrypy cay 
/ HEARD HER a7 
SHE LEFT. 
"THIS IS ARGLING WITH SOMETHING 
YOUR FAULT, HER HN 
Kyo" 
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THAT'S NOT IT, PACETT : 

THAT'S NOT IT, 

THAT'S NOT IT" 15 NOT i 
; - MY FAULTY’ 
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STOP tT. 


ADMIT IT. 


JUST ADMIT IT. 


| 
YOU RAN AWAY. 


BECAUSE YOU 
KNOW, RIGHT? 
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Harada-sama, Araki-sama, 
Mother-sama, Editor-sama... 


And everyone who reads 
and supports this manga. 


Who will I have next...? 


This has been 
Natsuki Takaya. 
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Coming Clean 


Kyo reveals all, telling Tohru about his role in her mother’s death. Kyo™ 
explains that he overcame his guilt by blaming everything on Yuki, but he 
now realizes that he was only running away from his own feelings. How 
will he react when Tohru says that she still loves him? 


Fruits Basket Volume 21 
Available November 2008 








I can’t believe there are only a few volumes of Fruits Basket 
eft! And even though the series is coming to an end, I continue 
to receive more and more fan art! One thing is certain, your 
dedication is not ending anytime soon! Take our first piece of 
fan art in this edition of Fans Basket, for example... Amazing! 


- Paul Morrissey, Editor 










Whoa! Maria, you are the ultimate fan! You know, TOKYOPOP 
is publishing the Fruits Basket Sticker Book, and it contains 
temporary tattoos...so you didn’t need to go out and 
get a real one! Nonetheless, I admire the dedication! 


Varia Hoffman 
e 20 
Bay Shore, NY 















Hannah Lees 
e 24 
Los Angeles, CA 


Awwwww... Tohru and Kyo look so cozy 
in your sketch, Hannah! Adorable! 














